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the Parliament itself has felt the need of indianr/ing the adminis-
tration of this country and the Montagu-Chclmsford Reform pro-
posals were before the country for criticism, and when the members
of the Civil Service and the Anglo-Indian capitalists, fearing that
they may lose the privileged positions they have been holding at
the expense of the Indian masses, employ fair and unfair means to
nullify the utility of the Reform proposals, and the Viceroy, the high-
est authority in India, openly countenances them by an announce-
ment in the Imperial Council akin to a surrender to the cla-
mour of vested interests, no Indian can calmly contemplate the
future of public life in this country, with the Rowlatt legislation
in the Statute-book, The opposition in the country to the Rowlatt
legislation has been unanimous beyond comparison, and in the
Imperial Council when the Rowlatt Bill No, 1 was passed into
law, on March 18th, not a single Indian member voted for it, On
account of the strong opposition to the Bill, the Rowlatt Act No, 1
was made temporary for three years and also specially designated
as "The Revolutionary and Anarchical Crimes Act". But these
concessions amounted to nothing practically,
After consideration of all the circumstances, I came to the
conclusion to inaugurate the offering of "satyagraha" against
the Rowlatt Act* At the end of February, 1919, the Satyagraha
Pledge was taken by me and other leaders and the people were also
invited to take the Pledge, which states that, being conscientiously
convinced of the injustice of the Rowlatt legislation, until it is repeal-
ed, the signatories will resort to civil disobedience and binding
themselves to follow Truth and refrain from violence, I toured over
India preaching the principles of satyagraha, and after the passing
of the Rowlatt Act No. 1, recommended, as a first step, a hartal
and 24 hours' fast and 30th March, 1919 was fixed for the same*
Later, it was postponed to 6th April, but in some places it was
observed on 30th March, and on that day, at Delhi the mob was
fired upon, on some ground or other, by the authorities, resulting
in some deaths and many wounded. This incident roused such
feeling in the country that the demonstration arranged for 6th
April was largely attended and even Anglo-Indian critics had to
admit it was an unprecedented demonstration. On 7th April,
copies of proscribed literature, including HindSwarqj, were sold by
the satyagrahis in all the centres* On the evening of 8th April, I
left for Delhi to personally acquaint myself with the conditions at
Delhi, and I was served with an order by the Punjab Government
and the Government of India, not to enter the Punjab by the
former and to reside within Bombay Presidency by the latter. As a